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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

Claim 3-5 are objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 3, from 
which claims 4 and 5 depend, uses the term "the friction pick module," which does not 
have an antecedent basis. Claim 1 recites "a plurality of modules" but does not further 
differentiate said modules as either friction or vacuum type, just the pick mechanisms 
associated with the modules. The examiner, for the purposes of examination, has 
interpreted the at least one module associated with the friction pick mechanism as the 
"friction pick module." Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 12 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Graef et al (hereinafter Graef, US 6,484,380 B2) . 

Re Claim 12: Graef discloses a media-dispensing module for use in a self- 
service terminal, the media dispensing module comprising: 

• Means defining a media dispense path (Fig 1, See arrows related to Refs 
54, 56, 60 and 62) 
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• A plurality of media storage locations (Fig 1 , Refs 44, 46, 48 and 50) 

• A friction pick mechanism associated with each media storage location for 
picking media from the media storage location (Fig 1, Refs 34, 36, 38, and 
40) and transferring picked media to the media dispense path (Fig 1 , Refs 
54, 56) for transporting media from the media dispensing module (Fig 1 , 
Refs 60, 62,68) 

Re Claim 14: Graef discloses a method of dispensing media from a self-service 
terminal, the method comprising the steps of: 

• Selectively removing media from one of a plurality of media storage 
locations disposed within a media dispense module (Column 7, lines 27- 
31) 

• Presenting removed media to a user (Column 7 line 63- Column 8, line 15) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-11 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Graef in view of Lynch et al (hereinafter Lynch, US 6,029,971) . 

Re Claim 1: Graef discloses a self-service terminal comprising: 
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• A plurality of media dispensing modules (Fig 1 , 44, 46, 48, 50; Column 7, 
lines 42-52)), each module operatively associated with a pick mechanism 
for picking media from the module (Fig 1, 34, 36, 38, 40; Column 7, lines 
26-41) and transferring picked media to a media dispense path (Column 7, 
lines 53-62), wherein at least one of the modules being associated with a 
friction pick mechanism (See Fig 2 and description Column 8 line 39- 
Column 10 line 50; cites friction portions of picking mechanism) 
In addition, Graef notes that ATMs can be used to dispense a variety of different 
medias including cash, tickets, scrip, vouchers or other documents (Column 1 , lines 18- 
35). Furthermore, Graef discloses that the modules may hold a variety of different types 
of documents in the same machine (Column 7, lines 46-48). 

Graef does not explicitly disclose at least one module being associated with a 
vacuum pick mechanism. Lynch discloses that sheet feeding apparatus, such as the 
one disclosed by Graef "are commonly of either the vacuum pick or friction pick type," 
and depending on the type of media involved cites the advantages and disadvantages 
for each (Column 1, lines 5-20). Some media as Lynch points out is better served with a 
friction mechanism (medias that need a high feed rate), while other media would be 
better served with a vacuum mechanism (high porous). Thus, it would have been 
obvious to anyone of ordinary skill at the time of invention to include the teachings of 
Lynch to the disclosure of Graef so that an ATM containing multiple media types, can 
distribute the different types of media in the most efficient and practical way possible. 
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Re Claim 2: Graef in view of Lynch discloses the claimed terminal and Lynch 
further discloses wherein the modules are removable (Column 2, lines 59-62). While 
not explicitly disclosing wherein the modules are also interchangeable, this step is 
notoriously well known in the art and would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill, 
so that when a particular module is removed for service or for transport, it can be 
replaced with an interchangeable part and the machine can continue to function. 

Re Claim 3: Graef in view of Lynch discloses the claimed terminal and Graef 
further discloses wherein the friction picking mechanism is contained within the friction- 
picking module (See Fig 1, Column 7, lines 34-35). 

Re Claim 4: Graef in view of Lynch discloses the claimed terminal and Graef 
further discloses wherein the friction pick module comprises a plurality of friction pick 
units (Fig 1), each unit including a media storage location (Fig 1; 44, 46, 48, 50) and a 
friction pick mechanism (Fig 1 respectively 34, 36, 38, 40). 

Re Claim 5: Graef in view of Lynch discloses the claimed terminal and Graef 
further discloses wherein the friction pick units share a common media exit path within 
the module and leading to the media dispense path (See Fig 1 , process 54 across 
common path 56 to secondary transport 60; Column 7 lines 53-67). 

Re Claim 6: Graef discloses a self-service terminal comprising: 

• Means defining a media dispense path (Fig 1, See arrows related to Refs 
54, 56, 60 and 62) 



Application/Control Number: 09/891 ,920 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3628 

• A friction pick mechanism (See Fig 1 Refs 34, 36, 38 and 40; See Fig 2 
and description Column 8 line 39-Column 10 line 50; cites friction portions 
of picking mechanism) 

• A plurality of media dispensing modules (Fig 1 , 44, 46, 48, 50; Column 7, 
lines 42-52)), each media dispensing module operatively associated with a 
pick mechanism for picking media from the module (Fig 1 , 34, 36, 38, 40; 
Column 7, lines 26-41) and transferring picked media to the media 
dispense path (Column 7, lines 53-62), wherein at least one of the 
modules being associated with a friction pick mechanism (See Fig 2 and 
description Column 8 line 39-Column 10 line 50; cites friction portions of 
picking mechanism) 

In addition, Graef notes that ATMs can be used to dispense a variety of different 
medias including cash, tickets, scrip, vouchers or other documents (Column 1, lines 18- 
35). Furthermore, Graef discloses that the modules may hold a variety of different types 
of documents in the same machine (Column 7, lines 46-48). 

Graef does not explicitly disclose at least one module being associated with a 
vacuum pick mechanism. Lynch discloses that sheet feeding apparatus, such as the 
one disclosed by Graef "are commonly of either the vacuum pick or friction pick type," 
and depending on the type of media involved cites the advantages and disadvantages 
for each (Column 1 , lines 5-20). Some media as Lynch points out is better served with a 
friction mechanism (medias that need a high feed rate), while other media would be 
better served with a vacuum mechanism (high porous). Thus, it would have been 
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obvious to anyone of ordinary skill at the time of invention to include the teachings of 
Lynch to the disclosure of Graef so that an ATM can distribute different types of media 
in the most efficient and practical way possible. 

Re Claim 7: Graef in view of Lynch discloses the claimed terminal and Lynch 
further discloses wherein the media dispensing modules are removable (Column 2, 
lines 59-62). While not explicitly disclosing wherein the modules are also 
interchangeable, this step is notoriously well known in the art and would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill, so that when a particular module is removed for service 
or for transport, it can be replaced with an interchangeable part and the machine can 
continue to function. 

Re Claim 8: Graef in view of Lynch discloses the claimed terminal and Graef 
further discloses wherein the friction picking mechanism is contained within the media- 
dispensing module associated with the friction-picking module (See Fig 1, Column 7, 
lines 34-35). 

Re Claim 9: Graef in view of Lynch discloses the claimed terminal and Graef 
further discloses wherein the media-dispensing module associated with friction pick 
mechanism comprises a plurality of friction pick units (Fig 1), each unit including a 
media storage location (Fig 1; 44, 46, 48, 50) and a friction pick mechanism (Fig 1 
respectively 34, 36, 38, 40). 

Re Claim 10: Graef in view of Lynch discloses the claimed terminal and Graef 
further discloses wherein the friction pick units share a common media exit path which 
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is within the media dispensing module and leads to the media dispense path (See Fig 1, 
process 54 across common path 56 to secondary transport 60; Column 7 lines 53-67). 
Re Claim 1 1 : Graef discloses a self-service terminal comprising: 

• Means defining a media dispense path (Fig 1, See arrows related to Refs 
54, 56, 60 and 62) 

• A number of media dispensing modules, at least one media dispensing 
module including a plurality of media storage locations (Fig 1; 44, 46, 48, 
and 50) and a friction pick mechanism operatively associated with each 
media storage location for picking media from the media storage location 
(Fig 1 , 34, 36, 38, 40) and transferring picked media to the media 
dispense path (Fig 1, Ref 54, 56) 

Graef does not explicitly disclose wherein the media dispensing modules are 
removable, however Lynch discloses a self service terminal wherein the modules are 
removable (Column 2, lines 59-62). It would have been obvious to anyone of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of invention to include the teachings of Lynch to the disclosure 
of Graef so that said modules can be taken from the machine to either be refilled or 
taken to a remote location for deposit or reconciliation with records related to 
transactions at the machine. 

Re Claim 13: Graef discloses the claimed media-dispensing module but does 
not explicitly disclose means for enabling the media-dispensing module to be removed 
and interchangeable. Lynch discloses a self service terminal wherein the modules are 
removable (Column 2, lines 59-62). It would have been obvious to anyone of ordinary 
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skill in the art at the time of invention to include the teachings of Lynch to the disclosure 
of Graef so that said modules can be taken from the machine to either be refilled or 
taken to a remote location for deposit or reconciliation with records related to 
transactions at the machine. 

While the references do not explicitly disclose wherein the modules are also 
interchangeable, this step is notoriously well known in the art and would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill, so that when a particular module is removed for service 
or for transport, it can be replaced with an interchangeable part and the machine can 
continue to function. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Timothy M. Harbeck whose telephone number is 571- 
272-8123. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hyung S. Sough can be reached on 571-272-6799. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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